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It’s cricket versus movies again this summer

lli'rmmm

Chennaf: The IPL returns to
Chennai after three years
{only one match was plaved
last vear before the rest were
shifted due to political rea-
sons)and with it comesa hard
choice for the city, which is
equally passionate about
cricket and movies.

Thesummer will seeback-
to-back film releases, so what
will people watch: movies or
the cricket, which too will be
at night? Last season the play-
ers were not allowed to enter-
tain fans on their home
ground, though they did dom-
inate TV screens. This time
theatre owners, producers
and distributors face the add-
ed challenge of live matches
in the city.

April, May and June are

congidered the best months
for the cinema industry as
schools and colleges are on
summer break. But this sum-
mer, it's not just [PL, the Lok
Sabha election campaign too
will vie for eveballs, at least
till April 18 when Tamil Nadu
goes to palls,

Producer, distributor and
exhibitor Abirami Rama-
nathan admits cricket is a big

competition for theatre own-
ers. “We have to bear the
brunt for 40 days. Youth are
mostly the cinemagoers who
surely will choose cricket
over movies. More than the
matches played in Chennai,
it's the telecast that eats into
our profits — a section of peo-
ple set up a huge screen at
homes and invite people for
drinks and dinner.”

Producer and founder
dean of BOFTA G Dhanan-
javan disagrees that movies
take a beating during
IPL. “We don't get intimidat-
ed by IPL, rain, elections or
EXAmS,

“Yes, it may impact to an
extent but if the content s
appaal.lng. the movie is

bound to make waves. If we
think we can walt toreleasea
movie post cricket or elec-
tions, there's a bigger prob-
lem of backlog of movies,
which the industry often wit-
nesses, The smart way is to
have faith in one's content
and goahead.™

Vouching for the fact that
both cinema and ericket can
co-exist, movier CMO
Siddharth points
out that filmslike ‘Raazi’, ‘Ba-
hubali 2, “Sarkar 3" and Dha-

nush’s ‘Pa Paandi' made

waves at box office. "An intel-
ligent crowd knows to juggle
between movies and sports.
End of March and April is
whentheentire nationgoesto
watch matches for the experi-
ence. Cricket (s a passion and
cinema becomes a choice
When cinema (s available
through the year, cricket be-
comes a festival for many. In
faet, if there's competition, it
may help the film industry to
give content that can beat the
cricket, Healthy competition
isalways welcome as itgivesa
cholce to people.”

From tweaking prime
time shows to pulling women
in with enriching content,
the industry is all geared to
face the hurdles this summer
The city that does “paal abh-
ishekams® to their favourite
stars, equally worships M §
Dhoniand hisboys.
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